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NUMBER 1. 
i Bellows, © 


* BELLOWSi is a very uſcleſ piece of 7D 
\ houſehold furniture! The blackſmith 
and the filverſmith muſt have a bellows; 
but in a family there is no need of a bellows. 
Dr. Franklin has ſaid, time is money. The 
Prompter ſays, common ſenſe is money. If 
wood 1s ſo laid upon the hearth, that it will 
not burn as well wirbout blowing, as with - 
it, the man who Jays it, is not the wiſer for 
experience, nor has he improved -by facts 
within his daily obſervation. 
_ My friend, Jack Lounger, puts his 
coals and brands on the hearth, and piles 
55 ̃ the 


the bellows. He blows till the room is full! 


lows, till he is quite vexed—the fire takes Y 


inch or an inch, then lays wood looſely over 
a current of air aſcends—the fire brightens, 
Trim calls this “ Nature's bellows“ -ev- 


common ſenſe is money. 


10 


the wood 7 ; then goes to . with 


of ſmoke — he makes a little blaze he ſtops 
the blaze ſubſides then he plies the bel- 


its own time Nature will not be hurried. | 

BILLY Trim, with the ſame adrantegerd 
for improvement, has attended more to the? 
principles of nature. He lays a foreſtick| 
near the log, but not contiguous to it—hef 
places the brands of fire and large coals on} 
the top, leaving ſmall openings of half an 


the coals. The alhes below are removed | 
and ſoon enkindles into a flame. Billy$ 


ery perſon can make it—it coſts. nothing : 
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| a ſober moral Writers, and the Pompous flow- 
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9 PROM PTER is the man a in wank 
fits behind the ſcenes, looks over the re- 


Hearſer, and with a moderate voice, correct, 
him when wrong, or aſſiſts his recollection, 
when he forgets the next ſentence. A Promp- 
ter then ſays but little, but that little is very 
neceſſary, and often does much good. He 

Helps the actors on the ſtage at à dead liſt, 


and enables them. to go forward with JE 
and propriety. 


The writer of this little: book fob it into 


bis head to prompt the numerous actors upon 
the great theater of life; and be ff ncereiy 


believes that his motive was to do good. He 


caſt about to find the method of writing cal- 
cælated to do the moſt general good. He want 
ed to whip vice and, folly out of the country — 


he thought of Hudibrafs and M Fingal — 


aud pondered well whether he fhoutd attempt 
the maſterly ftile of theſe coritings, He found 


this would not do—for like moſt modern rhym- 


ers, be is no poet, and he. always makes: 
pungling work at imitation.: 


The Prompter thought of the grave diction: 
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ing ſtile of modern hiſtorians. Fame began 
now to prick up his vanity to try an imitation 
of the great. Dr. Robertſon, Dr. Johnſon, and 
Mr. Gibbon, thoſe giants of literature. He 
thought, if he could muſter dollars enough to 


buy a ſtile mill, which thoſe heroes of ſcience 
 rndoubtedly uſed. to cut out ſentences for their. 
<vorks, be ſhould: ſucceed to a tittle. But 


then it occurred to him, that when be had cut 


and ſbaped bis. periods into exact ſquares, di- 


emonds, pentagons, parrallelograms and other 
mathematical figures, they might not contain 
ery clear, preciſe, definite ideas One half 


of his readers would not underſtand him. Th 
ſtile mill then, or as ſome people contemptu- 
ouſly call.it, the word-mill, would not anſwer 


| Zoe Prompter s purpoſe of doing as much 


good as poſſible, by making men wiſer ang. 


better. 
At length he determined to ha ve nothing to 


do with a brilliant flow of words, a pompous: 


elegance of diftion—for what have the world: 
to do with the ſound of words? The Promp- 


ter's buſineſs is with the world at large,. and 
#he maſs of mankind: are concerned only with 
common things, A diſh of high-/Jeaſoned' 
turtle is rarely found; it ſometimes occurs at! 


a gentleman's. table, and then the chance is, 


it produces a furfeit. But good" ſolid roaſs 
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beef is @ common diſh for all men; it fits eaſy 
on the flomach ; it ſupports, it Arengibeno 
and invigorates. Vulgar ſayings and prov- 

erbs, ſo much deſpiſed by the literary epicures, 

he Cheſterfields of the age, are the pith and 
marrow: of ſcience. J. bey contain the experi- 
ence, the wiſdom of nations and ages, com 
preſſed into the compaſs of à nut-ſhell, To 
crack the ſhell and extract the contents to feed 
thoſe who have appetites, 1s the aim of this 
little book. 


There is nothing new in the eld of E | 


edge. Every thing that a writer can now- 


a Vs 3 
Wi 
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ay, has been ſaid before, times without num 
ber. But the manner of telling truths, may 


ö be almoſt infinitely diverſified, and be whoſe 


manner of writing takes moſt general and ef. 


fectual hold of the human mind, will be the 
moſt uſeful writer. All a writer can now 4o 


15 to vary his ſtile, ſo as to make common 
things appear new; and this is all the Promp- 
zer has attempted. One thing the reader may 


be aſſured of, the Prompter has no wa | 


towards one of the human race; and there is 


not in this book one per ſonal reflection. 


Conneckicut, 1791. 
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could wood will laſt longer than . 


Foc people will tell you that dry * 
Will make more heat, as well as give 
more ſteadily chan green. Tr is a 


00 lay a pile of green wood over the fire 
y it will not burn—You get kindlers, 
which make a blaze—you blow it with the 
00 Xllows—it ſmokes ; after half an hour's 
work, the Juices of the wood are fo far 
aporated that the wood juſt begins to 
apra. For ſome time you have a roaſtin 
We. Then the fire decays, and the room 
1 ting well heated, you neglect the fire, till 
ew coals only remain, Then you pile 
W another ſupply of green od, Which 
guires another half hour” 'sgabor, while 
du are freezing with cold. 
Tae Prompter ſays, burn dry wood, ex- 
pt for logs put on but a ſtick or two at 
@ ce—this will make a fire immediately, 
ithout a bellows and without trouble. As 


ſoon 


12 
ſoon as the fire ſubfides, feed it again with 


room of uniform temperance. This will 


ſummer, nor with ſmoking away the lap o of 


you want a very neceſſary building. 1. 


pile it in the open air, ſix months befors 


a ſingle ſtick—thus keeping the air of your! 


heat your room Better with Jeſs wood. 

Cor your wood in January and F ebrua. 
ry, when it has the leaſt ſap cut it up ol 
ſaw it, and lay it in your wood houſes ; 
Then you will not be vexed for wood in 


rTreen wood with bellows blowing. 
Bur I have no wood houſe.” The! 


you cannot cover your wood, be content tc 


burning. 
ms PR O NM P TE R. | 
| NUMBER 111, 1 
The Fidgets. 


HIS is my text. When a man 00 
woman is very reſtleſs, and has man 
oddities, he or ſhe is ſaid to fidget. A may 
who would not marry, for fear of the ex 
penſe of a family, but will keep twentf 
— to feed and a dozen cats an 


dogs to play with, gets the name of 


odd old bachelor, In truth he hi 
: 4 the] 


13 
The lonehy maiden of fifty, 


the- e. Fly, 
_ whoſe companions are a pair of monkeys, 
Half a dozen puppies or ſquirrils, and pet - 
haps, for a pretty little pet, a huge bear, or 


maſtiff, is ſaid to get. 


A man who is 


fairly Hyp'd, and a 5 woman, are 


en for fidgets. They are much 
laughed at for their oddities. But thoſe 


Theſe have only domeſtic fidgets; but the 


fidgets is a diſorder as various in its ope- 


rations and appearances as a fever. Sim- 


ple fidgets, in the firſt ſtage, is like a Now | 


fever—it is hot violent, but ſticks faſt to 
the patient. When the diſorder riſes to 


what is vulgarly called the tantrums, it then 


reſembles the fever and ague. But in the 
laſt ſtages, when it ariſes to hat is called 
blue devils, it is like an inflammatory or 
malignant fever. When the 
the diferder abates, it often becomes. f the 
putrid kind. and the patient is intolerable. 
How little do men oblerve the moſt ob- 
vious things. know fry men who are 


in the laſt ſt ſtages of the fidgets, and the by- 


ſtanders have not found out their diſcafe. 
The moſt dangerous Kind of fidgets is the 
political fdgets. It begins with univerſal 
itching ; and the patient is often ſeen 
8 Jcratching 


who think theſe are the only people who 
have the fidgets, think wide of the truth. 


violence of © 


Ll 238 
: «OS. * 


journment—continuance—falſe verdict - 


my client is wronged- I'll have a new trial. 
The * excla aims poh ! talk of in- 


curables! the belly-ache—the conſumption 
—Cancers—come to me in ſeaſon. The 
pious parſon has the offer of a pariſh with 
a ſalary of one hundred pounds a year— 
AC doubts whether he has a call from heav- 
en— 


24 
ſcratching his head and -back as he walks 
along the ſtreets. Now the itch is ſaid to q 
be occaſioned by little animalcules in the Þ 

ſkin; ſo the fidgets, I apprehend, with | 
deference to the faculty, may be occalioned + ? x 
by a vermicular animal in the brain. Why | 5 
not? The madneſs of dogs is ſaid to ariſe [ ; 
from a little worm under the tongue, and , 
the political fidgets in the .laſt ſtages, re- 3 U 
ſembles the hydrophobia to a tittle. The 1 
patient begins with ſimple ſcratching; ſoon q 
he begins 1 to bite and ſnarl: He then be- n 
comes incoherent ; and in his laſt ravings, 9 
nothing can be heard but Congreſstrica- 7; 
ſon —election—ſix dollars a day. AU 'the . 
world cries out the man is mad. No ſuch a h 
thing! he is only fidgety. 3 * 
Bur of all fidgets which have fallen un- þ 
der my obſervation, the moſt Jaughable is 5 
the parſe fidgets, This ſhows itſelf in a f. 
variety of ways in different profeſſions. The b 
lawyer when he has this diſorder cries—ad- a1 
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one, he'll cheat us in every thing elfe 
£ rue 


are removed he ſees clearly he has a call. 
Now what is all this but the pur/e dgets. 


Bur look ye to the merchant for the 


purſe fidgets. Here it hews itſelf at fir“. 


by the patient's whiſpering about cheap— 


cheap—then the patient enters the church 
or the lodge, to ſecure the cuſtom of the 
brethren then he becomes a fanatic in re- 


ligion—talks with the miniſter and the 
deacon— goes to the night meetings fi- 
nally: the patient begins to rave—here we. 


go- give the lead in cheapneſs- penny ot 
the ſhilling —come and ſee- - 700ds h¹ be 


old cut and lath—cheap'as dirr—ho— 
1 30—ho What is this but parſe fidgets ? 


den a man bellows: and bluſters, Jet us: 
be out of harm's way. A beggar wraps his 


handkerchief about his leg—he limps wo- 


fully while in fight—he gets his penny— 
but out of ſight, he walks as ſtraight as an 
arrow. When my family go to town a ſhop - 
ping, I tell e to ſhun cheap ſhops, for the 
owners have the fidgets—the pπ. fidgets—- 
the worſt kind of fidoets. Reputation is 


dear to us—no man e bimſelf a fool! 


for nothing—he has his views—if he ſells 


one or to articles very cheap, it is ten to 


* 


1 
en —he protracts—he has another offer ok 
one hundred and thirty pounds his doubts) 


THE P RAM PF kR 


NUMBER IV. 


* Noſe. 


©, rage of. a Noſe ? Friſtram Shandy 


has ſaid much of noles, which I ſhalt 
not repe.t. I was. in company the other 
day, oo a friend of mine who- hail been 
reading Lavater on Phiſiognomy. He was 
ſtruck, it ſeems, with Lavater“ s remark, that 
the 10/6 is the index ef a man's 5 If 
the nole grows FR end to end in a line 
with the forcl.: ad, ſo-that a line drawn from 
the forehead to the ti „of the noſe, will 


Arie the poſe at both * it is faid to be 


an infallible proof that the man who wears 
the noſe, has little genius. But when the 
noſe peeps out of the head eloſe upon a 
line with the eyes, ſo that a line from the © 
forehead to the tip of the noſe leaves a deep 
hollow in the noſe between the eyes, there, 
lays Lavater, is the index of genius. What 
of all this? Nothing indeed; but I am de- 
termined to take a trip to New-IIavemand 
examine the noſes of our Reps. For logic 
iiys, if the noſe on one man's face is an in- 
dex of 5. genius; the noſes of the Repo 

; the | 


| 
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the State will furniſh an index of the geni- 
us of the whole tate. 
GENTLE reader! It would a the 


: Prompter to ſee thee, after reading this,. 
= take a peep in the glaſs at thy own nge. 
re F 
18 1 | 
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TEE PR OM PF E R. 
NUMBER v. 


The. Nuaer Zi p. 


merely to cover the teeth, and to 


Eil Fand be kiſſed. Fhis is not true; for 


they do not always. cover the teeth in ſome 
faces, a projecting tooth is the firſt thing 
that preſents itſelf to view; nor are lips 
always uſed for kiſſing, for ſome nations 


| kiſs the cheek, or a hand, or an ear But 
to my purpoſe ; a lip, like Lavater's noſe, 
may be an index of the mind. I paſs over 
all kinds of lips, but the large, hanging,“ 


driving, under lip. This ſort of lip favors 


of the drone.. It is the enemy of all order, 
neatneſs and induftry.. I. had rather have. 


Mary Magdelen's ſeven devils im the fami- 


Iv, than one huge drivling under lip: Nay, 


L would as ſoon. employ a man, with dar- 


ater's {trait noſe, tomake laws for tne ſtate, 


28 a man or woman with a monſtrous under 


OS TI people think the: lips are made. 


Up, to labour for. me. Nature has be en : 


kind enough to hang out, upon every man's 


37 the fon of the commodities for mar- 
within. Then look at the ſign before 
1 make a bargain. . 
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Yer. in avoiding the lip of dullneſs, don't t 
run againtt edge tools. A thin pair of lips, 
that make good: joints, are uſually wrought. 
of good ſtuff, well tempered by nature, and 
toned to a razor's edge. Touch them and. 
they. cut. Look to chat, gentle reader. 
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Tur PRO MPT ER. 
NUMBER VI. 


T he Grace of Ged in 8 


MET a fat plump faced Speculator, | 
the other day, ſtaggering under a heavy 
canvaſs bag. With true yankee 1 
] aſked him what he had in his bag: 
«© The Grace of God, replied the wag. 


cle, but never ſaw it in a bag. By this 


time, he had flipped his hand into he bag, 


and taking out a dollar, © there,” ſaid he, 
Dei Gratia, Carolus III, is ſtamped up- 
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Ah, ſaid I, I have often heard of that arti. | 


NE RAT 


on the face of every dollar in the bag.” 0 


was ſurpriſed to hear a Speculator ſay, he 


had the grace of God, eſpecially ſuch a load 


as to ſtagger under it ; but upon Bal 'Þ 


O 


ing himſelf „my furprize ceaſed, and Iſmil- 


ed. He had cleared three a d dol- 


lars, that morning, by the ſale of public 


paper He was too much pleaied with the; 


abundance of his grace to ſtand diſcuſtog i 
nice PointS—and we parted,” 
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THE. PROMPTER. 


NUMBER VII. 


\ | | 
EY one * Nation. 

OST certainly; and the Prompter 
to bis notion of courſe. If a man 
is a little odd in his wav, as we vulgarly 

tor, | phrafe It, or what the French call outré, 
om his friends ſay, be is a notioaal creature, or 


Full of notions. And where 1s the man or 
dag. woman living, that is not full of notiems? 
g. Feen Congreſs have their notions. Ope 
3 of the molt diſtinguiſhed enters in that 
"BY > honorable body will inſiſt r ir that the 
be. Speaker of the Houſe of Re preſentatives 15 
nee next in rank to the Presrpey's, This 
„ig man is certainly a notional creature ; but 

he very one to bis notion. Others have con- 
my 9 tende d warmly that their reſidence ought to 
1 be fixed. in the woods about Conegoche- 
ague; but it is beſt to remove thither. 
| little and little. Is not this a notion ? 
Tux Legiſlature of Maſſachuſetts, ſome 
years ago, took it into their heads to kill 
the profeſſion of Law by a queer act; but 
the attempt failed. People would A311 go 
to lawyers, and lawyers would live, while 


N would employ. them. But the 
General. 
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General Court was full of volions. 


comes upon them, and then they will die 
like Egyptian frogs. 


A neighbor of mine, who is a full grown. 


man, ailerts that the ſurface of the ocean is 
higher than the land, and that by a conſtant 
mifaculous reſtraint of the Almighty, the 
water is kept from overflowing the earth. 

His opinion is founded on thoſe words of 
ſcripture, the bounds are ſet. This man is 
full of notions. Don't laugh at my neigh- 
bor, gentle reader ; for I'll bet ten to one, 


that in ſome other particular, thou art juſt 


as notional thyſelf, | 
[Love is the moſt notional pation; not 


excepting ambition and ſuperſtition, I 


once knew a woman, who had a very _ 


ble daughter, declare it was monſtrous ind el 


icate for a young lady to love a man. She 
might love an elegant houte, a carriage, 
and even money: but to love @ nan i per- 


ſon was ſhocking. But every one to her notion. 
Wuaex I was a young man, I knew an 

z3torney who was attached to what is called 

Family ; that is, whoſe family, by good luck, 


had ſtripped off their woolen fhirts and 
checked aprons, juſt one generation before, 
and kept them off, till their companions, 
who had aſſociated with them in their wool- 
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lawyers multiply till a famine of buſinets. 


len dreſs, were moſtly dead. T be attor- 
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eu every ene to his notion. 


ney had not wore linen ſhirts ſo long by 
ten years as this family; and yet had the 
. 2 aſſurance to fall in love with one of the 
daughters. The man however did not 
2 :neet with cold looks from the daughter 
hut the parents walked a tip toe at the af- 

*® front offered their family. The daughter 
was zoetional as well as the parents—they 
intended to have their notion, but ſhe had 
2 ber's—and a very good notion it was, for a 


more happy couple does not exiſt. | 
Bor the queereſt of all notions is, that 
Darents will not permit a daughter, no not 
even a fon, to love for himſelf. I know a 


3 widow with a family of likely daughters, 
who inſiſts upon it that her daughters do 


not know how to love for theralelves—ſhe 
therefore means to love for them. She is 


a2 a queer woman, and a notional creature ;— 


and not paid for—his creditors called and 1 


40 not work it right. 
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NUMBER VIII. 3 8 
He does not work it ri ght. 


HAT a vulgar ſaying the Promp- . 
ter has ſelected for his text in this . 
number! Yet theſe vulgar ſavings are of- IF 
ten full of good ſenſe. F | to 
'1I xntw a young man who left the army ri 
with an invincible attachment to gambling. 0 he 
He followed it cloſely till he had loſt moſt al 
Of his wages—he then purchaſed a ſhop of th 
goods, moſtly on credit—he had his Richte A 
17 frolicks—be kept it up be was a blood 
of the firſt rate his goods were ſoon gone 


he began to cry peccavi in fact, he. did not 
wvork it right. But his friends helped him iy 
out of fix ſcrapes, yea out of feven, At by 
length neceſſity broke his ſpirit—it tamed in 
him—he married become a man of buſi- tu 
A 5 
neſs—recovered his loſt credit—and now. th 
be works it right. 3 no 
Lorrzu ſay to myſelf, as I ride about 
che country, what a pity it is our farmers 4 co 
3 
When 1 ſee a man 
turn his cattle into the ſtreet to run at large 
and waſte their cunts during a winter's dai 


, I lay 


2; 


1 * this man does not work it right. 
Ten loads of good manure, at leaſt, is loſt 
in a ſeaſon by this ſlovenly practice and 
all for what? For nothing indeed, but to 
ruin a farm. 
S800 when ſee cada; ute in rhe fall 
or early in the ſpring, rambling, in a 
2 meadow or mowing field, poaching the 
ſoil And breaking the oraſs roots, I ſay to 
a myſelf, this man \ does not work it right, 
| So when ] fee a barn yard with a drain 
do it, I ſay the owner does not work it 
my 1 0 right; for how eaſy is it to make a yard 
ng. hollow or loweſt in the middle, to receive 
goſt I all the waſh of the ſides, which will be 
p of thus kept dry for the cattle. The waſh of 
the yard, mixed with any kind of earth, or 
putrid ſtraw, is the beſt manure in the 
= world—yet how much do our farmers loſe |! 
In fact they do not work it-right. 
nos Waren I paſs along the road and fee a 
hin # houſe with the clap- boards hanging an end 
At by one nail, and old hats and cloths ſtuffed 
1% into the broken windows, and the fences 
zuſi- #7 tumbling down or deftroyed, 1 conclude 
the owner loves rum—in truth, he docs 
not work it right. 
3. Wurn ! ſee a man frequently attending 
mers courts, I ſuſpect he does net 2work it right, 
man C Wx“ 
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Wuren I ſee a ccuntryman often go to 
the retailers with a bottle, or the labour- 
ing man carrying home a bottle of rum, 
after his work is done on Saturday night, 
I am certain the man does not work # AF 
PO. 3 
WHEN a ſaves divides a farm.of one 
hundred acres of land among five or fix | 
ſons, and builds a ſmall houſe for each, and 
{ets them to work for a living on a little 
patch of land, I queſtion whether be works 
it right. And when theſe ſons are after- 
wards unable to live on theſe mutilated 
farms, and are compelled bya hoſt of chil- 
dren, to go to work by the day to get bread, 
I believe they are all OMRON that they 
have not worked it right. EY. 
WHEN a man tells me his wife will not 
conſent to go from home into new ſettle- 
ments, where he may have land enough 
and live like a nabob, and therefore he is 
obliged to fit down on a corner of his fa- 
ther's farm, I laugh at him, and ſome time 
or other he will own, He has not Worked it 
right. 
A Max in trade who is not punctual in 
his payments, certainly does not work 1: 
right; nor does the man, who truſts his 
goods to ary body and every body. 
WHETHER 
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WuzTHER | in Congreſs or a kirche the 


perſon who talks —_ ts /ittle regarded. 


Some members of Congrels then certainly 
do not work it right, A hint to the wiſe 18 
ſufficient; but twenty hints have not been 
ſufficient to ſilence the clamorous tongues: 
of ſome congreſſional ſpouters. 

FamiLy government gives complexion 
to the manners of a town; but when we 
ſee, every where, children profane, indeli- 
cate, rude, ſaucy, we may depend on it: - 
their parents do not work it right, 

I ones knew a young man of excellent 
hopes, who was deeply in love with a lady 
— The firſt time he had an opportunity to 
whiſper in her ear, and before he had made 
any impreſſion on her heart in his- favor, 
he ſighed out his ſorrowful tale to her, in 
full explanation : : The lady was frightened 


— ſhe ſoon rid herſelf of the diſtreſſed lov- 


er; ſhe ſaid, be did not wors it right. 


THE 
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THE PROMPTER. 


NUMBER IX. 


It. will do for the preſent. 


AHIS common ſaying does as much 

miſchief in ſociety as rum or a paſti- 
lence. If J hear a man, whether a farmer, 
2 mechanic; or any other perſon, often re- 
peat that ſaying, and appear to act from the 
opinion, that 10 will do for the preſent, 1 re- 
y on it he is a ſloven, a drone, or ſomething 


worſe. I never knew ſuch a man thrive. 


A YOUNG man ſetting eut in life, is in 
haſte ro be married. He wants a houſe to 
live in, but is not fully able to build one. Yet 
11S pride requires a large ſhowy houſe. At 
lalt, between poverty and pride, he deter- 


mines to build a large houſe, but not to * 


ſinich it till he is 92078 able. He ſets up a 
lar ze two ſtory houſe, with four rooms in a 
story he covers. it and-paints.it—This is 
a towy houſe—his pride exults to ſee paſ- 
ngers ſtare at his elegant houſe But tho' 
3 governs the outfide, poverty reigns 


within he can finiſh but two rooms, half * 
11h one or two more—and lay a looſe } 
tor above to ſpread his corn upon—This 2 
elegant manſon houſe then is a granary—a © 


corn honſe--The man and a litter of chil- 
Aren be log and rats and mice above 
But. 


2 OO „. 


K n 6a. 


3 | | | f AY . 
But the man ſays it will 4 for the preſent. 
True, but the man has but twenty or thir- 
ty acres of land, or an indifferent trade— 

ch his family grows faſter than his income — he 

i= > is not able to finiſh his houſe—The cover- 

I, 1 ing ſoon decays and admits water the 

e- haouſe falls to pieces the man is forced 

he poor into the wilderneſs, or he and his chil- 

e '# dren loiter about, dependant on their neigh- 
2 bors for ſubſiſtence by day labor. 

1 «now one of theſe 4o-for-the-preſent- 

farmers who never effectually repairs his 

fences; but when a breach is made he fills 
it with a buſh that a ſheep may remove 
ifa rail is broke, and another is not at hand, 
he takes the next billet of wood, inſerts one 
end in the poſt, and ties up the other withelm 
or hickory bark — he ſays, is will do for 
the preſent. His cattle learn to be unruly 

—to remedy theevil, fetters, ſhackles, clogs, 

3 yokes and what he calls Pokes are invented 

and his cattle and horſes are doomed to 

*Z hobble about their paſture, with a hundred 
weight of, wood or iron machines upon 
their feet and necks. The man himſelf, in two 
years, ſpends time enough in patching up his 
fences and mak ing fetters, to make a good 
eſtectual fence round his whole farm, which 
would want very little repairmg in 20 year 

Ix family affairs, theſe do- For- the- 2 

BE double their neceſſarp labor T hey 


2 | labor 


3 
Sy 


labor hard to put thin gs out of order, and | 


then It requires nearly the ſame work to 


put them into order again. A man uſes an 5 
ax, a hoe, a ſpade, and throws it down where i 
he uſes it ;. inſtead of putting it in its pro- 


per place, under cover. Expoſed to the 
weather, tools do not laſt more than half ſo 


long, as when kept houſed; but this is not 


all A ſloven leaves the tool where he laſt 
uled it—or throws it down any. where at 


random An a few days he wants it again — 


he has forgot where he left it he goes to 
look for it—he ſpends perhaps half an hour 
in ſcarch of it, or walks a diſtance to get it 


This time is loſt, for it breaks in upon 
ſome other buſineſs—The loſs of this mall. 


portion of time.appears trifling ; but ſlov- 
ens and ſlurs incur ſuch loſſes. every day; 
and the loſs of theſe little ſcraps of time 


determines a man's fortune. Let the | 
prompter make a little calculation A far- * 
mer, whoſe family expends one hundred | 
1 a year, if he can clear ten pounds 4 


a year, is a thriving man. In order to get 
sone hundred and ten pounds; ſuppoſe 


* 
he labors ten hours a day: in this caſe if 
F e Infes an Hour every day, in pairing the 


zreleffneis of the day before, (and every 

1 and every ſlut looſes more time than 

this, every day, for want of care and order) 

he : loſes ; a teath part of his time—a tenth 
part 
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part of. his income — this is s eleven pounds. 
Such à man cannot thrive—he muit grow 


poorer, for want of care, of order, of method. 
So it is with a woman. A neat woman 


who does. buſineſs thoroughly, keeps things 


in order with about half the labor that a ſlut 
employs who keeps things ferever out of 


erder, If a pail or a kettle is uſed, it is 
directly made clean, fit for other uſes, and 


put in its place. When it is wanted, it is 


ready. But a flut uſes an article and leaves 
it any where, dirty, unfit for uſe another 
dur 


time — By and by it 1s wanted and cannot 
be found Moll, where did you leave 


the kettle 2??? —< I han't had the kettle; . 
2 Nab, hid it laſt '—*Nab did you have. 
the kettle? d 4 Yes, but it is dirty” 8 
the kettle is found, but it is a half hour's . 
work to fit it for the purpoſe required; in 
the mean time, the neceſſary buſineſs muſt 

lie by.— Vet this woman fays, when ſne 
red 1 
nds. | 


does any thing, it will. do for the preſent. 
I nave only to add, that. I went to 
church, on. a late cold Sunday, when a 


. neighboring clergyman officiated, He 
e if | 


the 


had ſpoken to his ffteenthly, when the 


clock ſtruck one. Every man was ſhiver- 
ing with cold and ſhuffling his feet the 


parſon took the hint, and broke off with, 
416 © will 40 for the pr Ne. 7 


"Tix PROMPTER. 


NUMBER. *. 


: 1 U do for the Projent —Part . 


I USTOM, with an iron rod; rules FE 
A fifths'of mankind. My father plant- 
ed corn on a certain piece of land—it an- 
ſwered well—1 do the ſame, though it does 
not anſwer well. My 'neighbour ſuch a one 
tells me that I had berth try a change of 
crops, deep plowing, or ſowing turnips or 
clover; it may be the land will recruit ; 
but my neighbour is notional and fond of 
new things. I do not like projects. My 


father did ſo before me, and it does for the 


preſent. 


So ſays the Virginian Planter ; he has 


raiſed tobacco on a field, until the. foil is 
exhauſted ; he knows not how to fertilize 
the land again ; his only reſource is to clear 
a new ſport and take benefit of nature's ma- 
nure. . This does for the preſent. But when 
his land 1s all impoveriſhed, what will he 


do ? Go to Kentucky; as the New-Eng-. 


land men to Genelee. But when the weſt- 


ern world is all peopled, what will our ds 


for the preſent folts do for good land? The 
anſwer is . neceſſity will compel them 
to 


bodies. 


Rs "0: 


10 uſe common ſenſe 1 ; and common ſenſe 


will ſoon make old poor land rich again. 


When farmers learn fo work it right, they 


will keep it good, for the Prompter ven- 
tures. to aſſert, that a proper tillage will for 
ever keep land good. ' How does nature 
work it? Why nature covers land with 


herbage ; that herbage withers and rots 
upon the land; and gradually forms a rich 


black mould. But farmers when they have 
uſed land till it will bear no crops, let it lie 
without ſeeding it. No herbage grows on 


the land, till weeds and a little graſs creep 


in by chance; after three or four years, the 
farmer plows it for a crop, and has a job at 
killing weeds. Surely the man des not 
work it right; but he fays, this will do for 
the preſent. 

Bur no body is ſo apt to put off things 
with, it will do for the preſent, as corporate 
f the navigation of a river wants 
improvement, the public body, that is, any 
body, every body and nobody, immediately 
exclaims, © how did our fathers get along 


E the river did well enough for tbem—if 


muſt da for the preſent.” If a bad law exiſts, 
by which the public money is to be collected 

in the worſt manner that can be imagined : 
or if a conſtitution is defective, in permit= 


ting the ſame men to be makers and Judges 
| "I 6. . | * ot 
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, TGEIT Sy C3 aw 
of a law; or the ſame men to rejudge a bre 
| cauſe in a, higher court, which they hae © 
before judged in a lower court; or which} 1 
makes a legiſlature of two hundred men, a] put 
Supreme Court, to review the deciſions. off... 
all inferior courts, and reverſe their judg- 
ments; or if a conſtitution has ne executive]. 
at all, and a judiciary power dependent on 
| the annual votes of twb hundred men, which! _ 
is little better than zone; I ſay, if a man 1 
propoſes any reformation in theſe particu- . 
lars, the public body ſays, away with your 
projects; let us go on in the good old way; it 
.. will do for the, preſent. LR | 
; So in little public bodies, a town or al 1 
city, the poor muſt be provided for, brideg- 4 : 
es muſt be built, roads muſt be repaired-i ter 
How? By a tax or by labor, Is it beſt to 
raiſe money enough this year to pay the 
town debt ? No, ſays the town, We will 
raiſe almoſt enough ; this will do for the 
_. preſent. Let a little debt accrue every year, 
till the whole will make a hilling tax, and 
pay the whole at once. Put off, put off, 
fſays the town. And ſo ſays the ſinner. 
- A BR1IDGt muſt be built. Is it beſt to 
build a good one; of ſtone, or fome mate- 
rials that will laſt? No; it will coſt more, 
lays the town; a wooden bridge will do 
| * for the preſent, The water may carry it 
5 2 8 away; 
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away J it will decay, and ſome body may 5 
break his neck by its fall; but no matter, 
it muſt do for the preſent. 

I wiLL cloſe with the following ſhort, 
but pertinent letter, which I have lately re- 
ceived from an unknown hand. 


To the PROMPTIR. 


SIR, 
IN your 0 number do you mean nes? 
7% A. B. 
SIR, 


J do, and all that are like you, hen 
A and Z ; and you have not on earth a bet- 
ter friend than the x 

| PROMPTER. 


THE 


| * 
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"THE | v RON Pr ER. 


NUMBER XI. 


To the PROMPTER. 
'$IR, 


How ſhould I work it ? 
A. Z. 


CCORDING to what is to be done. 


it well, write in large letters and paſte up 
over the fire place of your keeping- room, 
the following maxim of the great De Vit, 
Penſionary of Holland, 40 one thing only 


add a time. 


ARE you a manner ? keep each kind of 
work, as much as poſſible by itſelf. Don't 


run to half a dozen fields in a day and work 


a little in each, unleſs neceſſity obliges you 


to do it. That work which may be done 
at any time, ſhould be done in winter, or 


when you have leiſure. Get wood in win- 


ter and cover it. If I ſee a man, in mid/? 


of harveſt, forced to go after a load of 
wood, I am ſure he has not worked it right. 

Keep a complete ſer of inſtruments or tools. 
When I ſee a man running to one neigh- 


bour after a fan, and to another after a 
'thave], I fet him down rot only as poor, 


bur as doomed to be poor. His neighbour's 


fan or his thovel will do for the preſent, bur. 
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If you would do a great deal and do 
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the oceaſions for them occur often, and 
how much time and labor are loſt in going 
after them | If you would work to advant- 
age keep a complete ſer of utenſils for your 
buſineſs; keep them. Houſed, that they may 
laſt long; and in their place, that you may 


; eaſily find them. 
ne, Do. not run in debt to buy land. Land 
do | will not generaliy ſupport a family, and PE 
UP taxes and intereſt on its value. If you have. 
om, but a ſmall piece of land, cultivate it well, 
Vit, make it produce as muck as poſlible-; md 
only if you can get more than will maintain you 
from this little farm, lay out the ſurplus in 
| of buying more. If you cannot get more than 
n't | a ſubſiſtence, it is time to think of leſſening 
ork expenſes, or ſelling out and buying new 
you | land. Depend on it, farmers who Pay in- 
one tereſt, do not work it right. 75 
or Neves do work to the halves. 17 you 
1N- build a hotiſe or a barn, lay a plan that is 


igt | within your power and then Ani ſb what you 
of begin. For want of” the 40. half, the Juſt 


5. || is often totally loſt. 

dls. Nx ER buy rum on credit, nor until: you 

2h- have laid up money enough to pay your 

_ year's taxes. Then a little rum will taſte 

or, good. The man who drinks rum before 

rs | ,1t is paid for, docs not work it Fight. His 


bur - appetite runs away with his purſe and his” 
- ae ein 8 | 
ERS 2 20 


38 . 
Tus PROM PT ER. 
NUMBER XII. 


T; o the PROMPTER, | 
SIR, 


How frould I work it ? 


# 


hard taſk to be both the friend and 
— maſter of your children; and if you are 
not both, you do not work it right. Some- 
times you are the fond indulgent parent 
--nothing is too good for the darling; he 
may pout and ftrike, or kick over the tea- 
Kkettle, cups and glaſſes; and you would 


juſt maderately ſay, * why Billy, how you 
behave; that 1 1s not pretty ; I ſha'nt love 


you for that.” At other times you are in 
a pet, and the child by accident, in mere 


play, or in attempting to drink, lets fall a 
tumbler, or a tea cup; you fly at him and 


fall on him like a maſtiff, and cuff his ears 
and ſhake him to a jelly. In the fr/t caſe, 
you are the weak filly dupe of your child; 

in the 14ſt, you are the tyrant, the madman; 
thus yeu do not work it right. Hear what 
the Prompter ſays. Never ſtrike your 
child in à paſſion; never punifh him for ac- 
cidental miſchief; never fail to puniſh him 


| | Hor 3 n or wilful miſchief-- 


an d. 


+ 


NE you a parent? Then you have a 


3 


and, a word to you in particular, when you 
have real cauſe to correct him, never ceaſe, 


till his temper gives way, and he becomes 


really ſubmiſſive. A blow or two only raiſe 


his anger and increaſe wilful obſtinacy; if 


you quit him then, you do hurt i than 
good you make your child worſe. But 
if you continue to apply the rod, till his 
mind bends and ſoftens down into humble 
ſupplication, believe me, that child will. 
rarely or never want a ſecond correction; 


the Prompter. has tried it in repeated in- 


ſtances. 
Bor, ſay ſome folks, the rod ſhould be 


fparingly. uſed. True but as molt people 
uſe it, one correction only makes way for 
another, and frequent whippings harden the 
child, till they have no effect. Now mind 
the Prompter—/wo fimple rules, if obſerv- 
ec, will prevent this. 
child when he does not deſerve it. 2d. When- 
be daes deſerve it, make the firſt puniſhment 
 EFFECTUAL. If you ſtrike a child for ac- 
cidental miſchief, or for what he does igno-. 
.rantly or in good humour, the child is not 


iſt. Never puniſh a 


conſcious he has done wrong—he i is grieved” 


ar firſt—if ſuch puniſhment is frequent, 

it excites indignation—he is angry with his. 
parent and thinks him cruel—then correc | 
tion dne more hurt than good. 


; | | F SINCERELY: 
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| T-srnernnLY: belizve that nine times out 
of ten, the bad conduct of children is ow- | 
ing to-parents ! yet parents father moſt of | 
it upon Adam and the devil. : 
PARENTS then do not work il right—They 
work it thus A child wants an apple 
and a child is governed by appetite, not by 
reaſon the parent ſays be muſt not have is; 
but he ſays. it with a ſimple unmeaning tone 
of voice, that makes no impreſſion on the 
child The child cries for the apple: the 
parent is angry, and tells him, he ſha'nt 
have the apple; the child bawls, and per- 
| haps ſtrikes his little brother, or throws. 
down a glaſs in anger At laſt the parent 
is tired with the noiſe, and to- appeaſe the 
child, gives him oy apple. Does: this pa- 
rent 9 8 tt ri ght? A from it, that he 
loſes the little nb he had over the 
child - the order of things is changed the 
child is the maſter; and when the child has 
been maſter a few months, you may as well: 
break his nec as his will, As. thouſand 
laſhes on a young maſter's back, will not 
do ſo much as one deciſive ban before 
he becomes maſter of his parents. | 
Now liften-to my advice the idea is h 
new. A child does-not regard ſo much 
bat a parent ſays as how he ſays it. A 
child. looks. at his parent's eye, when--he- 
„ ker” 
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ſpeaks—and then he reads intuitively what * 


his parent means, and how much he means.. 
If a parent ſpeaks with an air of indiffer- 
ence, without emphaſis, or looks another way 
when he ſpeaks, the child pays little or no. 


regard to what he ſays. (I ſpeak of a a young 


child over whom a parent has not yet eſ- 
tabliſhed an authority.) But if a parent, 
when he commands a child to do or not to 
do, looks at him with the eye of command, 
and ſpeaks with a tone and air. of deciſion | 
and authority, the child is impreſſed with 
this manner of commanding, and will ſel- 
dom venture to diſobey. A ſteady uniform 


authority of this kind, which never varies 


from its purpoſe, which never gives way 
to the caprices or appetites . children, 
which carries every command into effeet, 
will prevent the neceſſity of a rod. I am 


bold to ſay, that a parent who has this 


ſteady authority, wilk. never have occaſion 
to correct a child of common ſenſibility; and 
ever bus once, a child of undommon. obſtina- 
cy. This is the way every parent and maſter 


| ſpould Work it. 


Bur the common practice is, for a pa- 
rent to throw away his own authority and 
hecome the ſlave of his children; and when 
the young maſters grow headſtrong, and. 

5 LE: | commit. 
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= commit all” manner of miſchief,” then the 
Parent complains of old Adam, original ſin 
and the devil—and fwears he'll drive the 

devil. out, or he'lF know the reaſon Why: | 


Then far the JF and the rod. . 
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5 NUMBER XIII. 


It is better to. borrow - than to buy. 


NO /ays my correſpondent, but he think? - 
as I do. Yes, if you want a thing bur 
once in your life, it is better to borrow than 
0 to buy. But think of Borrowing the inſtru- 
ments of every day, or of profeſſional bu- 
fineſs! Yes, it is cheaper to borrow one 
thouſand dollars than to earn it ;—bur look 
ye, when a man has. borrowed the money, 
how muctrricher- is he for it? It is. eaſier ts 
go once to a neighbor's for a ſhove], than 
to work two days to buy it; but alack, a 
farmer wants a ſhovel a great many times 
in the year; and the trouble of going after + 
it and returning it, is intereſt on the worth 
of it: yes, double intereſt, Now look ye to 
this, my friend—1if a man works two days - 
for a ſhovel, he earns it and he has a ſhovel : | 
of his 'own—he is richer by the whole value: 
of a ſhovel. But when he goes to borrow - . 
it, he labors and gets nothing—he - may 
ſpend a week's time in borrowzng, but 
where is his ſhovel when he has done Does. 
he. work it * 25 - 
þ 10 
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Sir, 


SUPPOSE. publick officers to be un- 
faithful, and ſome thouſands of pounds in 
arrear: Or ſuppoſe men in the firſt offices. 
ot government, act like mere old women 


8 me work it h 


- 
THE Rs. thinks hs do not 
Hut they do not work it half ſo wrong as 
thoſe who All. ORE with youu Lo 


. 
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« NUMBER 111. . 


in 8 fs Come, We 7 take the t other fip. 

4 HE grog- drinker is not the only. man 

=} who takes the t'other ſip. The 
drone, the ſluggard opens his eyes upon 
the morning dawn—he ſtretches—rolls over 

R —gapes—feels drowſy—ſays it is time. 

* 

28 enough yet hugs the pillow, and takes the 


break faſt. 


. | rother ſip. He naps away a precious hour 
or two, when he might have earned his. 


THE gameſter takes a hand at kit in 


the evening—a hand or two can do no- 
harm—it is an amuſement—a quarter of a 
dollar a corner 1s a trifle his mind is en- 
gaged—if he has 44% a game, he muſt play 
another to 20% —if he has won, he hopes to - 
win again —he muſt take ther other ſip 
and the t' other and the t' other the bell 
rings nine o clock but one mere hand can 


do no.harm—who would go to bed with 
the chickens ?. The clock ſtrikes twelve. 


but one more hand and I poſitively go 


The clock ſtrikes one — he ſtarts—damns 


his luck but the next evening he'll take 


* another 


- 


= 


another ſip—he ſwears he'll recover what 
he has loſt—he marches home, when not 
an animal ſhould be awake, but owls and 


rats and thieves. _ 
Tre, poor man, with a Gs of bare- 


F footed: children, breadleſs and-naked, works. 
hard for alittle meat to ſilence the demands. 


of hunger, and a little wood to warm their 
naked limbs. But there is a Lottery 
a prize of a thouſand dollars !—and not two 
blanks to a prize | yes, one prize that 1s 
worth having, among nine thouſand tickets ! 
Glorious chance ine thon/and to one 
againſt him! But a ticket he muſt have. 
Four or five days labor, the ſubſiſtence of. 
| ſeveral days, muſt be bartered for a ticket! 
Nine thouſand to one againſt him! Is this 
all? No, no. He is anxious for good for- 
tune he muſt ſtand by and ſee the draw- 

ing -a week more loſt—time is money 
the price of the ticket is /wo dollars, and it 
colts him four. The wheel of fortune rolls, 
and rolls and rolls him up——a 3lark. 
'But like the grog-drinker, who takies the 
other ſip, he muſt try his luck again. Luck- 
leſs man! nine thouſand to one, is odds 

againſt him. One certeinty is better than 
a thouſand Lotteries, where ſome thouſands 
of probabilities are againſt a man, 


Bur 


2 


Bur, muſt we diſcourage Lotteries when 


public utility is their obſect? No. Let 
every one buy tickets, who is able to pay 
a tax to the amount of the price. 


SUPPOSE a poor man faves enough out 


of his uſual grog expenſes to buy a ticket. 


This is very well but it would be better 
to ſave the money to buy bread and a pair 


1 


of ſhoes for a ſhoeleſs boy. 
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NUMBER xv. 
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F 4 other time will do as well. | 
ES, yes ; but are you ſore that any ot bor 


man or a woman ſay frequently, any other 
time will do as well, I ſet them down on my 


Iiſt, the one as ſlack, Joventy, the other, a 
carele eſs flip-ſhed buſy. | 
Car. on ſuch a man to ſettle his ac- 
5 counts, I can't attend to it now, ſays 
the man, it will do as well any other time, 
Call again—O I am buſy—it will do as 
welt to-morrow, or any other time. Call 
24 third and a fourth time; but he is never 
ready. The account ſtands unſettled— 
It increaſes from year to year—at length 
death, that ſturdy tyrant, trips up his heels, 
and lays him flat on his back—his accounts 
unſettled—his adminiſtrator has work e- 
nough upon his hands for a man who will 
ſettle his accounts af any other time, will 
generally make his charges in the ſame way 
—he does not ſet down every article at 


to memory—he can remember the article 


be 


will arrive? or if it ſhould, are you 
certain you can attend to it? If I hear a 


the time of purchaſe or ſale—he truſts 


and price and charge it at any other time 


bl 


E. 


he e miſtakes—his benks irs are 
irregularly kept they are diſputed—his 
adminiſtrator has no proof but the books 
C and other people are alive to {wear to 
their accounts or produce other evidence 
Then begin lawſuits—and when law opens 
the door of litigation, poverty follows 
up cloſe and enters with it. 
and arbitrators decide theſe diſputes upon 
| vague uncertain evidence and ſomebody 
ſuffers the loſs. So much for this any other 
Time. 


Juries 


Bur U a man lives hw as the 


worſt men generally live the longeſt—why 
he plagues every one that has any dealings 


with him—yes, and is erna haunted 
- himſelf, 


TRE Prompter has heard it ſaid, 1 95 


pleaſe. 


: tale care of the farthings, the pounds will 
tale care of themſelves. 


Now a word upon 
this, if you 


Take ſpecial care of 


little ſhilling accounts they are like the old 


tempting things. 


ling is a he. 
mountain. 
: whole evil i is, that this ſpilling | is a 5 


ſerpent who deceived Eve, , inſinuating, 
« How much does it 
.colt ?” is the queſtion whenever an article 
is to be purchaſed. 4 ſhilling is the an- 
. ſwer. 


O, then get it by all means: A ſhil- 


Look to that 1 


| ſay. 


It is ſo, but nds form the 


'The 


dollar! 4 


50 


dollar! that is 10 "fie can't afford a 


dollar Very well—a dollar conſiſts only 


of the ſmall number of fix ſhillings, and | 


when ſix of theſe little tries, theſe Lilli- 
putian ſhillings are gone —a dollar, that 
gigantic part of a man's eſtate, is gone. 
Nov then in order to baffle the tempta- 
tions of ſpending ſhillings—ſettle your ac- 
counts often once à4 year at leaſt — for 
otherwiſe they will ſwell into an unmanage- 


able ſize. Suppoſe four neighbours take 


a2 news- paper, in pattnerſhip—This makes 

the expenſe a 7triffe--Very good—this is 
laudable—it is economical. But ſuppoſe 
you do not pay this trifle How are the 
Printers and poſt- riders and papermakers, 


3 live:? 2 Look ye, my friends Connecti- LE E 


cut river is a large river—but this river is 


= made up of little ſprings that will run thro' 


2 gimblet hole. When you walk about 
out fields, or traverſe the woods, you ſtep 
Over little brooks, and little gurgling rills, 
and never think that you are ſtepping over 
Connedcticut river. But remember, if all 
-theſe little rills dry up, Connecticut river 
is gone. Juſt ſo it is with Printers, with 

_ Merchants, and with the State Treaſury. 


5 Every ſhilling 4s alittle rill a ſmall ſtream 


that runs into the poſt-riders' pocket or the 


DD RIO. .purſe—a number of theſe little 


HE 1 ſtreams, 


ord a 
only 
„ and 
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that 
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ſtreams, thus united, make a large ſtream, 
like Farmington and Chickabee rivers—- 
theſe ſtreams empty into the printing-of-- 
fice or treaſury, where they form Connecti- 
cut river and keep: the buſineſs going on. 
Now follow nature little rills run perpet- 
ually. They murmur too, but they run, or 
the river dries up They never ſtop and 
ſay, any other time will do as well. 
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ut other Time will do 25 well. | 


day, from Monday to Tueſday, and from 


Tueſday to Wedneſday, and ſo on to Sat- 


urday. He can write a ſermon at ay time. 


The firſt of the week ſlides away in viſits—. 
in buſineſs in amuſements the laſt of the 
week is to be devoted to ſtudy but com- 


pany, a ſick pariſhioner, and twenty un- 
expected avocations, break in upon this re- 


ſerved part of the week no preparation is 
made for the duties of Sunday, until Satur- 


day evening—a genius may yet be tolerably 


well prepared in a ifew dont how few are 
the preachers of ſuch genius! Yet even the 
A. Gull have a refource—an old ſermon: with a 
Sew. text is juſt as good as a freſh made ſer- 
1 10n—True, for how few would know | 
whether they had heard a ae once or a 
dozen times. Happy Da Like peo- 


| like prieſt | 


— 


TRE 


EY ATURE never ſays this. She jogs . 
| on without delay, and always does 
her work in feafon. 
Tus parſon puts off preparation for Sun- 


$53 


Tur doctor has a patient l. in a dangerous 
fituation—he hurries to his relief—hen makes 


no delay. But ſuppoſe his patient has a 


lingering diſorder—why, ſays the doctor, I 
can viſit him at any time. He has aſſigned 


an hour indeed when he will ſee his pati- 


ent ; but any other time will do as well. The 
patient waits till the hour is paſt—then he 
becomes impatient—if his diſorder is not 


violent, moſt probably he is croſs and irri- 


table—he frets at the doctor and ten to 


one the doctor loſes his cuſtom. Then the 


doctor believes with the Prompter, that no 
time will do ſo well as the right time. 
Tur lawyer has ſeveral cauſes in court 
he can prepare them for trial az am time. 
Several cauſes ſtand aſſigned for trial before 
his —he can finiſh the pleadings at any time 
by ſome unforefeen accident, buſineſs 
takes a new turn the court urge forward. 
to complete it—his cauſes. are called, and 
they are not ready—a nonſuit—a continu- 
ance, or ſome other expenſive alternative is 
the conſequence... | 
THe farmer's fence is down and bis fields- 


expoſed to his neighbour's. cattle—but he 
has a- little Job to do firſt—he can re pair 1 


his fences at any time. before his any time 


comes, fifty or a hundred ſheep get into 
lis feld and eat and trample down his. 


* „ 


Sand 


loſes ten, fifteemor twenty buſhels of wheat. 
His apple trees want pruning but he muſt 
dreſs his flax before he can do it warm 


weather approaches -he will certainly 
prune his trees in à day or two but he'll 
finiſh a little job firſt before lie has done, 


the ſeaſon is paſt—ir is too late to prune' 
his trees—they muſt go another Jean and 
half bis fruit is loft. 


Tue lounging. houfe-wife riſes in the. 
raorning in haſte; for lazy folks are ever 


in a hyrry—She has not time to put on her 


clothes properly ; but ſhe can do it a any 
time. She draws on her gown, but leaves 


it half pinned—her handkerchief is thrown 
awry acroſs her neck—her ſhoes down at 
the heels—ſhe buſtles about with her hair 
over her eyes ſhe runs from room to room 
!1:p-ſhod,' refolved to do up the work and 


dreſs herſelf—but folks who are flip-ſhod 


about the feet are uſually ſlip- ſhod all over 
the houſe and all day; they begin every 
bing and finiſh nothing, In the midſt of 


the poor woman's hurry, ſom aebody comes 
in ſhe is in a flutter runs, into the next 


room pins up her gown and handkerchief 


—hurries back with her heels thumping 


the floor 0 dear, you- have catched us all 


in the ſuds. I intended to 2955 cleaned up 
| before 


Wheat. For Want of ah hour's work, he 


2 ee > QC 


 . 


be Any. body came in—but I have had 


every thing to do this morning—in the 
mean time, ſhe catches hold of the broom 


and begins to ſweep—the duſt riſes and 


ſtifles every ſoul preſent. This is ill man- 


ners indeed to bruſhi the duſt into a neigh- 


bour's face; but rhe: woman 1s very forry it 
bappent „„ 

Many a neigbbour kus clus been enter- 
tained with apblog ies and Aut at a friend's 
houſe, and wherever this takes place, de- 
pend on it, the miſtreſs puts off to any time, 
that is, to no time, what ought to be done 
at it the preſent lime. 


7. 0 Correſpondents. 


THE "FWIO ſends his reſpects to his 
correſpondents, with thanks for their aid. 
As it is his profeſſed buſineſs to give good 
hints, he is cordially diſpoſed to take them. 


THE 
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When @ man 's name is up, be may lo abe 


till noon. 


5 Bu the Prompter's name 1 not alf 


up—he can therefore take a ſhort nap- 
enly. 
Ou good country folks who talk Eng- 


liſh, when they mean to ſay a man's fame 


"= Bhs ſpread. abroad, or his reputation exten- 
ſively eſtabliſhed, ſay, his name is up, or be. 
has got his name up. How bleſſed 1 is the 
man who has got his name up. 
Every body knows how a certain aſ- 
tronomer got bis name up for a great alma- 


nack maker, by foretelling ſnow in the 


month of May. The truth was, in the copy 
_ of his almanack, in the month of May, 
tere happened to be a blank ſpace—he caſt 


about for ſomething to fill 1558 blank ſpace 
Ew was the firſt word that occurred, 
and. ¹js õꝰ was written in the blank. Heav- 


en, not by accident, for heaven has nothin 

to do with the capricious things called ac- 
eidents; heaven had determined there ſhouid 
be ſnow that year: in May, and ſnow there 


was, though the almanack maker had as 


little foreknowledge of this as his horfe- 


Block No fooner did it ſnow, but all the 


| world. 
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die, no matter; his name is up, and he will 


57 


world looked into . almanfck—< La, 
(ſaid the world) our almanack tells us of 
ſnow at this very time. This is a knowing 


man- -he is a genius. What a lucky hit! 


The man's name was up no almanacks fo. 


good as his— and while he continued to 
make almanacks, Sir Iſaac Newton himſelf, 


would have ſtarved upon almanack mak - 


ing within the fame of this mighty conju- 5 


rer, whoſe almanacks, by one mere gueſs, . 


had got bis name up and drove all compe- 


titors from the market. When this was 


done, he miglit lie abed till noon. A in- 


gle blunder, before his name was up, would 


have damned his Almanacks—afterwards, 
fifty errors only gave credit to his work, 
for, ſay the world, great men may miſtake, S 
but this wan's name is up. | 


I rave known a man get his name up by. 
curing the belly ache (excuſe me, ladies, for 
the ladies in Philadelphia, of the tip top 
faſhion, call certain rells of ſweet cake by 
a much leſs delicate name) with a powder 
of unknown compoſition. All at once the 
doctor is ſent for to cure the belly ache 
Even the boys who eat green apples muſt 
have the belly ache Doctor. Skill, ſcience, 
wiſdom, prudence are all proftrated before: 
that doctor and his powder, If his patients 


mil have buſineſs, | | IT 
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Ir is Agood thing to get ones name ußp; 
efpecially for curing ſome diſeaſe that no 
body elſe can cure—one that is commonly 
fatal. The more terrifying the diſeaſe, the- 

better; as the conſumption or cancers, for 
example. But the moſt delectable way for 
the faculty to get ay their names, is, to ad- 
vertiſe as German doctors, to-preſcribe for 
all diſeaſes by inſpecting a ſample of the 
water—huſh—Bur to receive bottles from 
all quarters! 
lor knew a ſhop keeper who got his 
name up as a cheap trader. He did indeed 
| fell cheap —wondrous cheap—even below 
firſt coſt, He began to trade with little 
capital ſold goods for le than he gave 
and yet grew rich. How can this be? The 
Prompter thinks it is very eaſy. That article 
which every body wants and knows the va- 
lue of, fell very low; even lower than firſt 
coſt get your name 20 — draw all the world 
to your ſhop, and then put double profit 
on other goods. It 1s very eaſy and very- 
| common; the greateſt blockhead can do 
this and make a fortune. > 
So when a writer gets his name up he- 
may retail all manner of nonſenſe and it 
| will find a ready market in public opinion. 
A good eſſay appears in the . 
wk wrote it? Dr. Franklin, it is Katz 
ä 
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wrote it. Well, it is like him--it is a maſ- 


terly production. Some time after, the 


real author appears to be a young man, who, 
as the poet ſays, is unknown to fame; and 
28 I ſay, whoſe name is not up- impoſſible! 
he cannot be the author. Whoever ben 
of - him before? I am ſure Dr. F- 
Gov. 1 helped him—in fact, his name 
is not up. 


Or 


I was once travelling through a nei * 


bouring ſtate, and enquiring for the bet 


inns on the road, was directed to a noted 


one, whoſe owner had” got his name up for 
the beſt entertainment. 


He had a large 
houſe well partitioned into ſmall rooms for 
ſingle lodgers. His ſtable was excellent; 
but the cookery, at his table was wretched. 
mean indeed--I could eat nothing. But 
every traveller would ſeek this noted inn. — 


he would ride half the night and paſs half 


a dozen better houſes, to get to this noted 
inn in fact, the man had go His name up and 
he might lie a bed till noon. 

A youxe lady gets her name up for a 


beauty or a fortune--all the world are ſigh- 


ing and dying for her. Wit, ſenſe, accom- 
pliſkments, all diſtinguiſh her---beaus. 
hang round her, like flies about a caſk.of 
_ Hugar--tuddenly ſhe has a-fit of. ſickneſs-- 
abe roſes on her cheek. decay. It is diſ- 


covered 
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covered the has no fortune her aqamia as 
draw off--ſhe is a clever girl, but ſhe is not 
Jo clever as I thought her. 
l onct knew a very ſenſible woman who 
- took a great fancy to names. 'One of her 
whims was that her daughters ſhould marry 
names beginning with H. She could give 
no reaſon for her inclination but this; ſhe 
had known ſeveral of her neighbours who 
married men with names beginning .with 
H, and they all made good huſbands. 
They were not the greateſt men, ſhe ſaid, 
but they were kind, good natured hu 
bands, and would ſuffer any thing rather 
khan be offended. All the neighbourhood 
| *were in love with the letter H--nothin - 
would do for a huſband, but this letter H, 
which ſome ſqueamiſh grammarians will 
have to be 10 letter. Bur the name of the 
letter was up. 
Io conclude, a man by the name of 
Waſhington tome time ago paſſed through 
the village where I live. This was ſoon 
known. Mr. Waſhington! What, a re- A 
lation of the Preſident ? This indeed was || 
not known ; but every body really thought 
be looked a little like the Preſident. All 
the world collected to get a peep at him as 
he paſſed the window of his lodgings--Ev- 
. ery body bowed as he 8 5 
a looked 
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locked and admired! The man was indeed 
a very great ſcoundrel but he knew hu- 
man nature —he knew the name of MM aſping- 

ton was up—he aſſumed the name for trav- 
elling purpoſes— the Preſident's real letters 


of recommendation could not have e 


ed him more reſpect. 


Wurx a man's name is UP, he may lie 
bed till noon. 


THE | 
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NUMBER XVIII. 
What is every body's buſineſs, is no body's. Fo 


HE conſequence is, that every body 

and nobody are juſt the ſame thing 

a truth moſt pointedly exemplified in the 
kitchen of a ſouthern Nabob. © Phil,” 
ſays the miſtreſs, with the air of an empreſs ; ; 


Phil appears. Go tell Peg to tell Sue to 


come along here and pick up a needle.“ 

< Yes ma' am, anſwers Phil, and waddles 
back like a duck. * Peg, miſtreſs. ſays you 
muſt tell Sue to go to her and pick up a 
needle.” Peg carries the meſſage to Sue, 


but Sue is buſy cleaning a candleſtick. 
% Well,“ lays Sue, © I will go as ſoon as 11 


have done.” The miſtreſs wants the nee- 
dle ſhe can't go on with her work with- 
out the needle—ſhe waits ten or fifteen mi- 
nutes—grows .impatient—* Phil, did you 
tell Peg what I told you? Ye---$ ma'am,” 
ſays Phil, drawling out her anſwer —<Well 


why don't the jade do what 1 told her?” 


<< Peg, come here you huſſy, did you tell 
Sue what Phil told you?“ „ Yes ma'am.” 


ee Well, why don't the lazy trollop come | 
along ? Here 1 am waiting for the needle 


tell the jade to come inſtantly.” 
Rau 
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want one very much ; 


body's buſineſs is nobody's. 


into the treaſury: of the State. 


6 


Risen teneatis? Hold, my readers don t 
know Latin; but can you help laughing, 


my friends? laugh then at the ſouthern 
Nabob, with twenty fat ſlaves in his kitch- 


en—Laugh well at him—tfor there is cauſe- 


enough; then come home and laugh. 


Fo want a good ſchool perhaps and 


s fo do your neighbours—Bur whoſe. buſi⸗ 


neſs is it to find a teacher, a houſe, &c: 2 
„John I wiſh: you would fpeak to William, 
to aſk Joſeph to deſire our friend Daniel 
to-ſet about getting a good ſchool. We- 
it is a ſhame to- 
us to be ſo negligent.” This is the laſt” 
we hear of the good ichool.: hat is every 


' You want to collect the public taxes 
The towns 
chooſe conſtables or collectors of taxes 
no ſecurity is taken for a faithful diſchargs- 

of the truſt - but a law is paſſed whieh- ſays, 55 
like the miſtreſs to her wenches, Treaſurer,, 

do you tell the conſtable to collect and 
pay over the taxes the Collector, like the 


nabob's ſlave, has no motive for diligence— 


he gets not half enough for collecting to 


Pay for his horfe fleſh—he lounges about 


a year or two ſquanders away the mo- 
ney —and where is his bondſman? — The 
town N the town is his bondſman. 
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The law ſays, Treaſurer, do you iſe your 
execution againſt the Sheriff, and command 
him to levy upon the Conſtable. who-is not 
worth a farthing—get- a..return- of non eff 
zaventus—then levy upon his bondſman, 
the. town—take the eſtate of every hody— 
—polt it for ſale get it receipted and not 

delivered ſue the receipts- man get the 
money---make the town. pay it twice--= 

27, O00. in arrears I- it is a ſhame f---O-: 
ſuch a buſtle with Mr. Every body, and all 
to pick up a needle ! The State is like the 
Nabob's family“ Phil, tell Peg to tell 

Sue to pick up the needle.” | 

Now in fact it is a very cali thing to 
pick up a needle - but if one canner ſtoop 
10 pick it up, another ought to be paid for 

One ſervant who is paid for his work 
wil pick up. more needles. than twenty far: 
lounging flaves that think it a OTF 
and zet nothing for it. 

Ir would be a good thing for a State to. 
koow that every body's buſineſs is nobody 8. 
Every man in Connecticut is reſponſible for 
a faithful collection of public money---then. 
it is n0&0dy's buſineſs. The Prompter never 
ſaw a watch with twq main ſpringe— much 
leſs with 270 hundred. One ſpring is 
enough---and that government, the exe- 
cutive of which depends on mary ſp mn 5 

Me” | Re Set 


| order---27,0001. i in arrear. 
make him anfwerable for the collection of. 
his deputies---Jet them be few, but let 
one ſpring will move the whele—The 
State Treaſury like the Federal, will be 


ſupplied no arrears then — no levying ex- 
ecutions on towns. 


- 
will jar, claſh, ſtop, and be always out of 


APpPpoINT one Collector the Trek 
the whole ſtate revenue. Let him appoint 


them be paid---all the difficulty will vaniſh: 
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Tur PR OM PT. ER; 
NUMBER. XEX.. 


When a man is going dom bill, every one 
_ gives him a kick. 


HIS, it is ſaid, is very natural; that. 
is, it is very cammon. There are two 
reaſons for this Firſt, it is much caſter to 
Kick a man .dows: il, than to puſſi him 
up hill Second, men love to ſee every bo- 5 
dy at the bottom of the hill but /hemſelves. 
DirFeRex'e.men-have different ways of. 
climbing into-ranks and office. Some bold 
fellows take a-run and mount at two or 
three ſtrides. Others of leſs.vigor-uſe more - 
art they creep {lily aleng upon their bel<.. 


lies, catching hold of the cliffs and twigs to 


pull themſelves- up ſometimes they meet 
a high rock and are obliged to cravl round 
it—at other times they catch hold of a prom- 
inent cliff or a little twig; which gives 
way and back they tumble; er atching their: 
clothes and ſometimes their ſkin; Howe- - 
ver it is, very few-will lift their neighbors = 
—unle!s.to get a lift themſelves.  Yet- 
ſotnetimes-one of: theſe crawlers will lend a 
hand to their neighboring crawlers - affect · 
10 Pall Nardo raiſe chem all a little then 


7 „ 


HE: 


6 


— 


getting upon their Koulders, give a leap 
to an eminence, and leave them all in the 
lurch, or kick them over. 
one begins to tumble, "_ one who! 1S NEAT - 


hits him a. kick. 


Bur no people get fs many kicks as 


poor debtors in failing circumſtances. 
While a man is doing very well, that is, while 
his credite is. good, every one helps him 
the moment he is. preſſed for money, how- 
ever haneſt and able he may be, he gets 
kicks from all quarters. His, friends and 


- his reputation defert him with the loſs of:? 
his purfe, and he ſoon tumbles co the bot. 
tom ol the hill. 


The moment 
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THE PROMPTER, 


NUMBER XX. 


5 told you fo. | 
HAT a wife man is this 1 He 


foreſees all evils and tells when and 


bor / they will happen. He warns every 
one of every misfortune that ever falls upon 


him after the miſchief is all done, he ſtruts. 
! and ſays with a boaſting ſuperiority, I to] 
© you Jo, though perhaps he never ſaid a 


. word about it, until the thing happened. 


Ir is warm weather—a man | buys a quar-- 
ter of veal or mutton—he deliberates wheth- 


er he had better hang it up in the buttery 


or in the cellar—he does not know wheth.. 
er the heat above ſtairs, or the damp air 


below, 1s. moſt injurious to: freſh meat 
finally he puts it in the buttery—his wife 
| Knows nothing of this; but the next day: 
the meat 1s ſ. poiled—the hufband fays, © My: 
dear, the meat is ſpoiled. “Where was 
it put” ” ſays the good woman. In the 
buttery,” Aye, 1 told You. o, ſays the 
wife. 
dear, figs the wife, one very 
pleaſant dav, not a cloud to be ſeen; 1 
Avll viſit Mrs, fuch a one to day; will you 
8 | come 
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come and drink tea and wait on me home? 
The huſband pouts: a-httle—bur the wo- 
man makes her viſit—in. the afternoon a 
ſhower. comes over, and the earth is cov- 
ered with water in the evening the woman 
comes in dripping with water her huſband 
meets her at the door, exulting, Aye, 1 told 
you o but you are always goſſipping about. 
A. YOUNG: man is going to take a ride 

it is fine weather, and he thinks it uſeleſs 
to take a great coat a ſhower comes upon 
him ſuddenly and he gets wet he comes 
home at evening and is met at the door 
r . [ 100 you 1. | 
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« * 7 ake time by the  farelock. „Plain Eng. 1 


HERE is a mighty difference between 
going before and behind; between 
pulling and being pulled. He who takes: 
time by the forelock goes before and helps. 
the draft; but the man who does not, is. 
like a horſe tied to the tail end of a cart, 
: pulling back with all his weight. 
Tims is a ſturdy beaſt, and ſteady to the 
draft ; he will drag along the heavieſt ſlug- 
gard that ſnores and nods; but what a figure 
a man makes, tied by the head to Apollo's. 
_ chariot! 
Iun drone awakes in che morning looks 
at the ſun—“ O, it is only an hour bigh'“ 
= dovn he lays his head. In ſummer the 
flies diſturb him ; they light on his face and 
buz about his ears; as much as to ſay, get 
up, you lazy fellow, He bruſhes off the 
little buſy monitors, ſwears at them, covers. 
his face, or darkens the room; then ſleeps in 
- quiet. At length his bones ache — he ſhifts 
ſides and tries hard to lie eaſy; but all will: 
not do—by the middle of the forenoon, he: 
is forced to leave his bed—he riſes up on 


end (but how the middle of a man can be 


called an end, the Prompter ſubmits to the 
conſideration 


ſcratches his head he gapes—after much 


drags heavily after him. 


fore he is up, and go away as they come. 


ſun warms the air, and dries the 3 He 
the dew on, or of cutting the graſs when it 


is moiſt and cuts eaſy. Sometimes his cat- 
tle break into a field of corn and deſtroy 


ingly hurried, ſo that he cannot do any 


27 


conſideration of learned wordmongers) he 


ado, the man is up and dreſſed. He gets 
his breakfaſt, and then, has an Hour or two 
for buſineſs before dinner. The man is 
dragged along by time, and his buſineſs 
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Is he a merchant? Cuſtomers call be 
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One good bargain after another is loſt, 
while the man is ſnoring. | 

ls he a mechanic? His apprentices fol- 
PRs his example they doze away the 
morning; or get up and loiter about. 
Work is no. done or it is 1% done, and _ 
man loſes his cuſtom. 

Is he a farmer ? While he is abed, the 
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loſes the benefit of plowing the earth with 


the crop, while the drone is rolling from 

ſide to fide to eaſe his bones, or bruſhing off 

the flies which interrupt his ſleep. = 
Is. be a public officer? He is cuceialhs 


buſineſs. ce Call another time, call again,” 
is his anſwer to every man who wants bu- 
ſineſs done. Do you want a paper or a 
copy, O, I ca'nt attend attend to it now, 
you muſt call again.” . Such a man never 
takes time by the force ock. - OK 
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5 6 8 NUMBER xxII. 


She carries the tell. 


i O UR honeſt farmers, - who turn a 
— cattle, and ſheep into the woods, put 
a bell upon one of the ſtouteſt of the herd, 
Which is ſaid 20 carry the bell; and the reſt 
of the flock uſually follow, their leader, So 


-a'lady of uncommon beauty or ſprightli- | 


© meſs is ſaid #0 carry the bell. She is eaſily 
found, and has a large herd in her train. 


Tris carrying the bell has a wonderful 


effect in p1..uring notice and admiration. 
It is like getting ones name up. The lady 
ho arrives at the honor of carrying the bell, 


may do and Tay. what ſhe pleaſes with im- 


2,punity. Like the bell-wether in the woods, 


- wherever ſhe goes, even ithro' ſwamps and 


rivers and briers, all the herd will very: ſtu- 
5 1 7 follow. . 

| "A Lady who carries the bell. will have Aa 
brand of flatterers about her; every one is 
her moſt humble ſervent. One vill court 
her a few weeks—ſhe will ſmile, till the 
man is half diſtracted— then ſhe will frown 
; "ppm and ſmile. on another. Sometimes 
n © and m__ that her heart and hand 

Will 
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will be farretiered: to ber fond wer- tien 


all at once ſhe can /uir herfelf berter. She 
makes a dozen ninies dance attendance for 
years — till at laſt ſhe loſes her character and 
her admirers at once, or gives her- hand. 
with a worthleſs, fickle, proud, unfecling | 


heart, to ſome good man of great Hmplict= 


ty of intentions. Here we have a pretty 


couple yoked togerher tor life, But look 


ye, young bachelors; a lady who carries 
Ihe bell before marriage, always carries the 
fore end of the yoke after marriage. An of- 
ficer who has long commanded a regiment 


is not eaſily reduced to the ranks. Aſton- 


iſhing ! Can the Prompter wiſh a wife to 
be reduced to the ranks ; ſubdued, hum- 
bled, commanded.-by her huſband, like a 
a ſoldier by his officers! No, no, my dear 


good woman; but will a «captain Neute- 


nant ſubmit to be_/econd lieutenant? Ah, 


there's the-rub. 
How charming it 1s to carry the bell? 
Every body who comes to town muſt call 


upon the lady who carries the bell: Fuſt 


call atleaſt, fo as to ſay, when he gets home, 
< I ſaw Miſs „the belle of ahe town, 
and ſhe looked and acted ſo and fo.” Every 
man who is going to Boſton, to New-York, 
to Philadelphia;muſt call on Miſs , pay 


heir reſpects, and beg the favour to be per- : 
G | 
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mitted to carry a letter from her to her 

friend. If ſhe does not want to write, ſhe 
muſt write a line at leaft—it is ſuch an ho- 
-nor—a happineſs for every body to ſpeak 
10 her—to ſpeak of her—and carry a letter 
which fe wrote. O the pleaſures, the ad- 
vantages and the vexations of carrying the 


dell. 


| THE 


"THE PROMPTER. 


NUMBER XxIII. 


He ts ſowing bis wild oats. 


ND a plentiful crop, they: will pro 
| duce. It is expected of a young man 
That he will ſow 41l his wild oats, when 
young; but the miſchief is, that a man who 
begins life with ſowing 4/d oats, ſeldom 
fows a better kind, in middle life : o 
age. 5 
1 a- man has been ines by a an in 
dulgent parent. He has a _/prightly turn, 
as it is called he likes a goed frolick — he 
plays a good game — he is not malicious in 
bis vices; in ſhort, his father ſays, he is on- 
1y ſowing his wild oats—he therefore does 
not reſtain-him or. put him-to- buſineſs—the - 
young man makes free with gaming and 
the bottle—at firſt- he is moderate in his 
pleaſures—he does not get drunk not break 
windows. After ſowing, wild oats. a year 
or two, he loves it better than ever —he . 
gambles deeper he leaves his quarter of a 
dollar a corner for a dollar, and a dollar for 
a joe. He drinks more, as his head bears 
it better he ſtays later at night—at length 


he knows no bounds—he gets drunk—he 


overſets tables and chairs, and breaks win- 


* | ___ dows. 
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dows. and. wine glaſſes—and this 1s fport— 
fun up to the A ing if the poor landlord 
interferes to keep order, he has broken glaſſes 
and bowls at his head—he- retreat and in 
the morning finds his houſe a fcene of deſo- 
lation. In ſhort, the young blade has been 


foming his wild oats. A heavy bill for 


broken tumblers, glaſſes and chairs, follows 


the frolicks ; but what then? muſt a man 
never have a: frolick, a ſcrape, a riot? 
What a poor pitiful mouſe of a man is he 
that always keeps fober-and ſtays at home; 


or fits. ſimpering and whimpering with Ea N 
dies! Can a man of buſineſs, or ſtudy, be 


| 2 gentleman, or a clever fellow? 


PRE young buck fows his wild oats cit 


| he i is a maſter of the buſineſs—he does it 


wirh a grace. habit is formed —ah, then 


5 bet him quit it, if he can. O hubit ! chou 


ſickeſt to a man like his ſhadow or a Sail 


ty conſcience. 


e But wformad raler make the beſt bat 
and. Upon the honor of the Promp- 
ter, it nay be ſo; but ſuch an animal as a 


reformed rake, is as rare as camels or lions 


in America. The fight of one would com- 


aid as good a price as that of the Ourang 
Outang. The'creature is like patriotiſin, 


much kalleeck Wu and: often e bak 


„ 


never ſeen. © 
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= 
Tux man who is indulged freely in ſow- 


Ing his wild oats when young, generally 


ſows them all his. days. But ſuppoſe he- 
does not ; where is the advantage of ſowing 


them at all? „ None; will be the anſwer : 


but young folks all have follies they muſt 
get rid of.” True ; but in getting rid of 

Follies look to them well, that they do not 
acquire vices, Habit ſticks faſt to a man. 
like his ſkin; look to that, ſays the Promp= | 
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I» ruould have his: on; ways... 


* NP no way is ſo goed as mine. The 
I queſtion is not whether this or that 
xy the better ways. but whether it is uy way 
OF houm WAY - Orthodoxy is 1 dony, and 
heterodoxy is y“? o w. 
Ix a mas is ſuceeſsful in an endwwking, 
every neighbour he has cries. out, ah, F 
I thought ſo; that is my way. If unſuc- 
cCeſsful, every one ſays, ah, I told him ſo, 
but he woulZ have his. OWN: WAY... 
Sab. a very comply ing huſband to his: 
wife, „ ſhall I put the winter apples into 
the ęaſt or weſt celar.”” © Juſt which you 
pleaſt, ſaid the wife; . you.know which is 
f beſt.” In the winter the apples froze and 
were ſpoiled ;. the good lady found it out, 
and complainech to her huſband, , My dear, 
the apples are all froze and ſpoilt; you put 
them into the wrong cellar ; but you Would: 
| Have your own way. 
Suſy, fays a careful mother to ler 
daughter, who is. going to church, © it is 
5 cold.; had'nt you better wear a cloak © Fw 
„Why, ma' am, fuyd Suſy, will do as. 
you pleaſe ; if you:think it beſt J will wear 
anc. Well, I don t en SU, what 
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to fay ; people hardly ever catch cold wo 
going to-chureh.. You-may venture to go 


without it, Suſy.“ Suſy goes to church; 


wets her feet, and in two days is quite laid 


up with a cold. Ah, Suſy,” ſays the 
kind moher, I fpoke to you about. wear- 
ing a cloak ; bur you would have your own 


way.” 
= Pazurn,” fays John, © ſhall I go to 


mowing. to day ? 2 Why John,“ ſays the 
old gentleman, «wont it rain? 1. ſhould. 
be ſorry to have the graſs cut, if it is going 
to rain. But John goes to mowing. Soon 


after, the clouds are diſſipated and a fine 


clear day follows. Ah John, ſays the 
father, I am glad you went to mowing *. 
far I thought 5 ſhould have a good day, 


after ſuch a lowry morning.” 


0 Huſband, fſaick a pious lady, ws let us | 


bring up our ſon to college and make a 


minifter of him. We have but one, and- L : 
The ſon goes to- 
college—there' he learns that ſome other 
| profeffions are better calculated to get mo- 


57 


want him to preach. 


ney, than that of clergymen. He leaves 


college and ſtudies law. The good, lady's- 


hepes are defeated, and in her vexation ſhe: 


248 declares ſhe is ſorry her fon went to college. 
p Bur, addreſſing herſelf to her hulband, 


ou would have your c way.” 2 
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Tre. PROMPTER. 


| NUMBER. | xxv. 


H ! what if you was:! oF Why I would 
de fo and ſo. No, Sir, under the 


fame circumſtances, you would do Juſt like 


him or worſe. 
cc IH I was a een ſays a you 1 
ing pariſhioner, «and. had as little to do as. 
moſt miniſters have, I would ſtudy my ſer- 
mons better. I would not come into the 
pulpit, without a ſermon, and have to make 
one as 1 go along 3 nor would I preach 
one of Blair's.” 
I I was a lawyer,” ſays a farmer, © T 
fhould not have the face to. aſk three dol- 
lars for a few words of advice.” But ſup- 
| poſe, fir, you had ſpent five hundred pounds 
> © quelifying yourſelf to give that advice. 
e If I was Mr. ſuch a one I would not 
be plagued with. law ſuits as he 1 is. I am 
{ure he might avoid it.” | 
e Neighbor ſuch a one has a large N 
Ehe owns a large ſtock of cattle but he 
lives wretchedly i in kis houſe, His wife is 
a Urozzle, his floors are an inch thick with 
dirt his tables and chairs are covered with 
_ greate—1f I was he, I would put things in- 
10 . order, or 1 4 know the reaſon why,"' 
| | Ale 
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Alas, poor man, wait till you ban a ſlut 
for a houſe keeper, and then change your 
tone. L 

f ] was a ſhopkeeper, I would not 


meanly underſell my neighbors, nor would 
I give credit. I am ſure J ſhould not be 


guilty of the dirty buſineſs of dealing Our 


gills of rum to every low lived fellow.” 


If I was ſuch a one, ſaysa young man, 
Iwould not marry ſuch a lady, for depend 
on it, ſhe will be a Xantippe. VI WAs he, 
I am ſure I could not love he er, 


If } was a married man,“ ſays an old | 
15 batchelor, « J would govern my children, 


or I'd know the reaton why. There is 
neighbor ſuch a one who ſuffers his chil- 
dren to do all manner of miſchief, and if a 
word of reproof is uttered, the little fellows 


laugh in his teeth.” Batchelors children ; 


are always well governed. 
What a pity, that ſince the world i iS 0 
bad, this Mr. I, who is ſo. wiſe and benev- 


olent, cannot turn into every body, and 


correct every body's, vices and follies—then 


change from every body into IJ again, and 


correct 5 wn vices and follies. 
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NUMBER RXXVI. 
It is juſt as the fit takes him. 


HAT is, he goes by fits and ſtarts; 
Whenever you meet with one of 
=} dieſe fitty, ſtarting folks, keep out of his. 
way, he will embrace you moſt cordially 
one moment; but if a cat treads on his. 
foot, or his. ſervant, by miſtake, hands a. 
bottle of claret, inſtead of port,, he will 
ſcold and fret himſelf an hour about it. 
Tes people who go by fits and ſtarts, 
are generally better companions abroad 
than at home. They vent all their ſpleen 


i O At their-families. One hour they are all 


dneſs and love; the next, they are as: 
jnacceMſible as hedge hogs. *« My dear,” 
ſays the huſband, when the fit takes him, 
« you have an excellent dinner prepared. 
This leg of mutton and the caper ſauce are 
moſt excellent.“ He has a change of 
plates, and takes a bit of beef - ſteaxk 
«What in the name of common ſenſe does 
the woman mean, by quffering ſuch a ſteak 
to come upon table? cries the huſband. 
It is as tough as ſoal leather —it is not fit 
ſor the dogs. My dear, I wiſh you would | 
_ Tee the dinner cooked and brought on in 
order. This is intolerable—l never ſaw 
g up bad a dinner any where but at home.“ 
TR Poor 
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Poor woman, ſhe makes a good apology— 
the fault was in the beef and not in the 
cookery, But the hutband is in a rage and 
will not be appeaſed. He goes by fits and 
ſtarts. In five minutes, he tries a cuſtard ; 


and © never was better cookery, than at 


his houſe.” I is juft as the fit takes him. 
A woman forms an acquaintance with 
4 young man of ſmall fortune, but great 
merit—ſhe eſteems him—treats him "with 
much politeneſs and -reſpe&—he is, ſhe' 
really thinks, a worthy man—but ſhe final- 


ly perceives he has an attachment to her 


daughter—* Intolerable! What be. love 
my daughter! How does he expect to 
maintain | her in a ſuitable ſtile?“ The man 
has not half the merit he had—in her opin- 


 1on—It wont do; ſhe goes by fits and 


ſtarts. What a reſpeBable character muſt 
his Be! 

- Bur of all whimſical ſorts of people, 
thoſe are the moſt ſo, who are religious by 


\. 8 fits and ſtarts. They, lengthen their faces 


at church—draw down the corners of 
their mouths—lift their eye brows and 
Tſcowl—The next day they torment their 


families with groundleſs eomplaints, fret- 
ting and ill nature; peeviſh at home, and 


probably knaviſh abroad. Jud 1s Julke as the 
5 takes mem. 5 
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THE PROMPTER. 


NUMBER XXVII. 


A Stitch in time Saves nine. 


"OT ety in ſtockings ; it holds in 
every article of buſineſs. 
A woman wants to uſe a diſh, a ſpoon, 
a pail, a tumbler, or ſomething elſe. When 
the has done: for that time, ſhe does not 
clean it, for ſhe will put it up dirty and 
wait till ſhe has a number of articles to 
clean. By and by everything is dirty, and 
half a day muſt be devoted to waſhing and 
{ſcrubbing ; whereas, had every thing been 
eleaned at firſt ſeparately, it would only 
have filled up little vacancies of time which 
would not otherwiſe have been employed 
the time never would have been perceived. 

Every thing that is left dirty, tends to ſour 
ſomething about ita few dirty articles in 
the cloſet, make it neceſſary to clean and 
ſcrub the whole, as often again as would 
_ otherwiſe be neceſſary. 4 itch in time 
Faves nine. | 
A Max ſees a poſt of his fence falling; | 
one poſt commands but little attention; 
the fence will anſwer for this ſummer. The 
next ſpring the froſt heaves the land, and 
| looſens half a dozen poſts near it, and the 
5 | | weight. 
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- weight of the leaning Soc pulls it down, 


and half a dozen lengths with it. | 
A cLaPBOARD pets looſe, or a ſhingle, 
upon his houſe. One clapboard off can 


do no great Injury ſays the man—he neg- | 
lects it—But rain and ſnow get inunper- 


ceived—and in a year or two twenty clap- 


boards are rotten and fall off by wholeſale, 


Ah, ſays the man, this has been neglect- 
ed too long. All this might have been 
ſaved with a few minutes trouble.” True, 
but it is too late to ſhut the door when the 
horſe is ſtolen. 4 ftitch in time ſaves nine, 

A LAWYER, Or a public officer, has papers 


to be filed. One after another is handed 
| in, and he throws them into his deſk, wait. 


ing for a large number, and then he will 
arrange them in order. Before he is ready, 
ſomebody calls and wants to leok at a pa- 


per The man tumbles over the papers an 


hour or two, and after all can't find it. 


but he will file them ſoon, and then he will 
be ready to ſhow any paper whatever. Pray, 
call again, is all the man gets for calling. 
Bor in no article does a ftitch in time 


fave ſo much as in government. One 
public officer neglects his duty a little; 
another cheats a little; but theſe pecca- 
dillos are overlooked—the miſchief is not 
e Public does not fer] It—and iu. 
5 * droiduals. 


dividuals will not inform, fer they will 
make ſome ſcoundrel their enemy. At 
laſt a thouſand litile evils ſwell into a great 
public one the public is cheated, betray. 
ed -abuſed - but where's the remedy, . 


THE 
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i He bas come . at the little end of the Mins: | 


poverty, he me very well ſhp thro' the lit- 
| his belly, He lays out great plans, which 


which he does not finiſh—he plants his 


| SOR is checked, and it produces nothing 


mm PROMPTE R. 
Vie NUMBER, XXVII. 
HEN a man thrives and ſells large, 


he comes out at the big end of the 
horn of courfe ; ; bur when he pines away in 


tle end. 
A xounG man often has eyes TEARS than 


he has feeble means and /me/l talents to ac- 
compliſh. He begins a hundred things 


ſeed ſo thick, that the growth of the whole 


n perfeCtion. In a ſhort time his 'means | 
are totally exhauſted, and he comes cut af | 
i be little end of the born. | 

A Man begins trade upon credit; as ſoon | 
as he gets money into his hands, he begins 
to ſpend it—he builds a large houſe—he | 
buys horſes and carriages, makes entertain- | 
ments, drinks rich wines and wears expen- 
five clothing ; ; In a few months he creeps | 
out of the horn at the little end. He runs 
away, or looks through-the grates. ; 


* 


- 88 


—— 


A youNG man with a a trade, 1 


fall farm, deſigns to live eaſier than by 
work. He begins to trade in horſes, indi- 
go, pins and combs. He goes two hun- 


dred miles with his ſaddle bags loaded with 


commodities ; ; he barters them away for 


horſes ; he leads home three or four horſes; 


he makes a ſmall advance on each, it is true; 
but he forgets to eſtimate, among profits 


and loſſes, che conſtant expenſes of himſelf | 
and horſes, the uncommon wear and tear of 


clothes, horſe equipage and the accidents 
to which horſes are liable, and the uncer- 
tainty of market, before the horſes have eat- 
en out half their value. The fourpenny 
zrogs and three penny horſe baitings are 


| eskea-de purſues the buſinefs, till 


he is ſued—he wonders why he does not 
make money. At laſt he is-jockied out of 
the little eſtate he had he is #7 at the little 
end of | the horn. By the way, a word to 


horſe jockies—the buyer of horſes who "Fra | 


at home and waits for horſes to be brought 
40 him for market, buys them 70 advantage. 
But the buyer who goes after them; and 


churts the ſale of horſes, buys them at @ 


dijadvantage. It makes an immenſe dif- 
ference, to have the propoſal] corne from fs 
ſeller, rathet than the purchaſer, * 


2 


. 29 
Weary a farmer runs to the merchant for 
goods, telling him, © Sir, I want ſome of 
your goods, but cannot pay you till fall,“ 
expect to fee him peep out at the little 
end of the horn. He takes up goods, per- 
haps rum, on credit, and intends to pay for 
them with his corn, his beef and his pork. 
But ſuppoſe a drouth or a blaſt cuts off his 
corn, and his: graſs | is ſhort; then he has 
none to ſpare, and he cannot fatten his hogs. 
and his cattle. Poor man, he has conſum- 
ed the merchant's goods, and they are not 
paid for. Then a ſvit is brought for the. 
money; officers: fees increaſe the ſum; the 

man borrows money on intereſt to pay the 
execution, or parts with a horſe or a cow at 
half price; in a ſhort time his land muſt go 
at this rate; he ſlips out at the little end of 
the horn, and runs to. the. Ohio or the Ge- 4 
neſee. 5 Þ 
Bor no men go out at the little end of 
the horn ſo eaſy as. the tavern-haunter and 
the grog-drinker. A fat young heir, juſt 
come in poſſeſſion of hiseſtare; mounts his 
horſe, with bis pocket full of guineas, and 
rides full tilt to- the tavern, | Here he! is 
190K at him— Ty 1 
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1 Gries Beeckiy went years, . 
and. day. He takes his cheerful glafs of 
vine at firſt, with very good company. He 
ſcorus to drink grog and toddy, with the 
rabble. He once in a while gets tumbled 
_ under the table in a high gale ; but in ge- 
Per al goes home ſober and clean. 

By. and by the ſmell of grog becomes 
agrerable be begins to take a nip now and 
then —zhis reliſn improves by little and lit- 

tile, wil he never ſteps into a taverp without 
calling for a glass ol rum and water. When 


4 this ls the caſe, . 8 - as Is 9 
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To be in character, he muſt love dirty 
women He mult ſneak about into kitch- 
ens and by places, into barns and back 


chambers, in ſearch of his filthy game, In 


a few years he becomes a ſot, a naſty de- 
bauchee—His clothes are torn and ſtained 
with liquor, and ſpotted with greaſe, his 


body bent down with intemperance; his 


gouty feet ſwathed in flannel, his hands 


trembling, his bloated noſe of crimſon hue, 
and his knees tottering beneath his feeble 
emaciated carcaſe. Here he is; loek at 


him. 
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FTrzrz ! The prompter appeals to eve- 
ry reader, man, woman,.and child, whether 
this ſorry fellow has not come out at the 
little end of the horn. TM 

A MAN wants to be popular—he knows 
he has but ſmall talents and no great integ- 
rity—bur he can ſmile and flatter and look 
ſweet at every body, whether knave, fool 
or honeſt man. He plays off his arts for 
ſome years, till the mob cry out, he is a 
clever man, he is not proud. They then be- 
gin to lift him; make him ſelectman, mo- 
derator of town meetings, tavern keeper; 


CcConſtable, juſtice of the peace, colonel of a 
regiment, repreſentative in the aſſembly, 


&c. He is aiming at the Senate, or at 
Congreſs, or at the. chair of the chief ma- 
giſtrate. He expects to pop in at the next 
election— he doubles his ſmiles— but even 
fools diſcover his arts and his meanneſs . 
they neglect him one young man after 
another goes over his head he frets and 
wriggles a while, hut his hobby horſe can- 
not carry him a. ſtep. further He gives 
over the-purſuit—and fits down quiet in 
obſcurity — Ie is cut eat the little end of tbe 
horn. 5 2 | 


It is laughable to ſee the admirers . oh 


quacks, mountebanks and. jugglers, ſneak. 
aut at the. little end. of. the horn. Dr. Si- 
IE 7 verbrad. 
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fits and notice of good company. 
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verhead has juſt come to onal cures 
all diſorders—he never yet failed—he has a 


medicine at a quarter of a dollar, which is 


infallible—he can turn unguentum, diacu- 
lum, and every ſort of drug into ſilver or 
8 changes quick ſilver into dollars 


In half a minute —he will cure all diſeaſes 


but death, and make us rich by the great 


he is generous and benevolent, beyond de- 


fcription—he will take no reward, but as 
many preſents as fools will Sive—all the 
world go out after the quack—he thrives 
upon their ignorance and credulity for a 
ſhort OE © draws the laft nine pence 
from the purſes of his poor deluded follow- 
ers—he then takes a journey on hufine/s of 


magnitude; and leaves them in the lurch. 
They are all out at the little end of the horn. 


Miss SMART, is not a lady of fortune, 


: Par her father is a good liver—he has a good 


eſtate and has given his children a good 
education. M iſs Smart gets above her 
ſchool-mates—drefſes well and has the vi- 


addreffed by a young man of no fortune, 
but of good education and character. Bur 


ſhe will not marry him ; not ſhe. She muſt 

have a man of higher ſtanding than all 
that. One good offer after another is re- 
7 „ She ons not know how to choofe 
a man 
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She is 
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4 U man that 20 17 be rich and ref pectable 


but ſhe or any body elſe can know when a 
man is called rich. Every body wonders 
why Miſs Smart cannot ſuit herſelf out of 
ſo many admirers. She is growing old 
nue and twenty already —and has not found 
the man to her mind. Still ſhe is nice 
ſhe has not ſeen any body ſhe can love 


and it is better to live ſingle, than to marry 


the man one cannot fancy—by the way, 
Fanqh, ſhe ſuppoſes, will be a ſtanding diſh 
to feed upon thro' life but a word to the 


wiſe—fancy is froth, mere froth—a little 
family breeze blows it away and it is gone. 


' ———» Miſs Smart is almaſt thirty and has. 


ſeen nobody to ſuit her.— Her admirers are 


gone her friends are ſorry ſhe is difficult 

1 — enemies pity ber and rejoice. Alt five 
and thirty Miſs Smart marries a widower: 
with ſeven children, and this is the laſt we 


hear of her whims and her proſpects. She 


.creeps thro' the little end of the horn, 


- _Antcnanic begins buſineſs with pomp- 


ous promiſes—he will work very rea/onably 
indeed, and his work ſhall exceed every 
thing of the kind. He gives his work a 


fine poliſh, a good gloſs, and ſends it out 


. * $ 
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to fatisfy his engagements and gratify pub- 


lic expectation. In a few days, one article 
breaks then another, and a third—this is 
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his 18 


he. 
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— his credit is ſoon gone—he is out at the 
little end of the horn. 


Tux merchant is determined to get rich 
very faſt he imports rum high proof —it 
will bear reducing—he reduces it—He ſells 
it for good Weſt-India rum—it is carted 


into the country and lo! it is only ſtrong 
grog. The purchaſer curſes the rum and 
the ſeller of it together—the merchant loſes 
his credit and his cuſtom gets the name 
a jockey a cheat and people will go to 
others for their rum even to other towns, 


for ona diriy trick gives a whole town a bad 


name. A man ſmall enough to barter away 
his character and that of his neighbors, for 
a few gallons of rum, will eaſily flip thro 
the little end of the horn. 

Axornkx ſet of men who molt readil 
Nip thro' the ſmall end of the horn, are fat 


plump ſpeculating doors, tailors, carpen- 


ters, huckſters and butchers, © Bleſs me,” 


ſays the taylor, * fx per Cents above par, 
bank ſcripts at one hundred and eighty dollars 


Every body is making a fortune—it muſt 
be ſo- for what elſe makes the paper ſo high 
and every body bewitched after it ?” This 
is the beginning and end of his calculation 
—he throws down his gooſe—hurries to the 
exchange or the broker 8. and buys ſtock 
> and. 
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the man with fine ſorethes and promiſes: 
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that natural level, 


out at the little en 
with ſincerely wiſhing his readers, virtues, 
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| and. to make 0 ure of a fortune, cuts deep. 


fifty ſhares in the bank at one hundred and. 


_ eighty or two hundred and forty dollars, 
ſor twenty-five ! A fortune—A fortune! 
His head is ſo full of good fortune, that he. 
cannot ſleep for a night or two. Even his 
wife runs diſtracted at the thoughts of a 
fortune ! In four days time, ſtock falls two, 
three, five 1 er cent it ſubſides to 

om which a hundred 
men of his fortune cannot ſtir it.— Alas, the 
man is ruined in making a fortune! He 


creeps through the little end of the horn 
but there is one comfort for him—hg is as 


well off as his neighbors. Half the town. 
is taken in as well as himſelf. —Ne ſutor 
ultra crepidam—tailor ſtick to your gooſe. 


c O Y CL US I Oo N: 


Tur Prompter, for fear he ſhall come 
dof the horn, ſtops ſhorr, 


_ bealth and dollars, 
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